September 2, 2008

Dear choir and orchestra,

These are exciting days at Bellevue Baptist Church.  God’s Spirit is moving mightily in our services and throughout our ministries.  We’ve had a great summer and are looking forward to what God has in store for the fall.

We wanted to take an opportunity to restate what our Pastor shared with our choir at rehearsal on Sunday, August 24.  We know some of you could not be there and may not have heard about the changes we are making.  When we began the journey one year ago with two ministers of music we all agreed that we would have to keep our eyes on the Lord and not on man.  Because few churches have formed this kind of team, there weren’t many other “models” to look at and we knew that we would all be learning as we walked through the process.

After several weeks of prayer and discussion we are going to make some changes in a few areas of our ministry.  Jamie will continue to lead us in worship and will focus more attention on the development of our praise teams, soloists, and small groups.  He will also be singing more solos in our services.  Mark will continue to lead our major productions but will now become the primary director for the Adult choir.  He will lead the rehearsals and the choir/orchestra special in the services.  Both of us will continue to lead our music ministry as co-Ministers of Music.

We feel these changes will allow both of us to focus in our areas of strength and, in turn, do a better job of equipping you for the work of the ministry.  Our calling and passion is to encourage and train you in your walk with the Lord and we will continually strive to be more effective in that endeavor.

Thank you for being the sweet group of people that you are and for being so encouraging to both of us.  We appreciate your support and cooperation in these changes and look forward to great days that are ahead for our music ministry.  

The best is yet to come!

Sincerely,

Mark Blair and Jamie Parker

