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Recruiting churches
___

With wonder, amazement and disbelief, I have read Rudy Hernandez's statements regarding the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention: "We have not been seeking new affiliates" and "the officers and staff of the SBTC have not become involved in a plan to increase the ranks."
___I was president of the SBTC board of directors for two years and a board member for five years. During that time, our concentrated efforts focused on getting churches to leave the BGCT and become members of the SBTC. That was one of the primary reasons we brought Jim Richards to the organization!
___The SBTC tries everything it can do to get churches to leave the BGCT and join its ranks. That is the only way it can get new members.
___I also was part of the BGCT-SBTC meetings a few years ago, and we all took a vow to speak only the truth and not slander each other.
___We left that meeting, and some of those leaders from the SBTC who were in that meeting immediately went about the state slandering BGCT leaders on every hand.
___Even though the two groups may disagree, there is no cause for ungodliness on either part.
___If the SBTC is so good, then why are they trying to build their convention by getting churches to leave the BGCT? Why don't they build it with the new churches they are starting?

___ Randy McDonald
___ Rowlett

October 29, 2001

High integrity
___

In Randy McDonald's letter (Oct. 22), he stated: "I was president of the (Southern Baptists of Texas Convention) board of directors for two years and a board member for five years."
___He has never served as president of the SBTC. I served a two-year term as the first president, and Rudy Hernandez is our current president. Since our convention is only three years old, how could McDonald have served on its board for five years? And how could McDonald know "the SBTC tries everything it can do to get churches to leave the BGCT and join its ranks" since he is not our board?
___He refers to a meeting that took place between the BGCT and the SBTC. I am not aware any such meeting has occurred.
___The organization that existed prior to the constituting of the SBTC is irrelevant and is in no way similar to the present SBTC under the leadership of Jim Richards. From the beginning, he has insisted that the highest level of integrity be maintained and that there be no criticism of the BGCT or its leadership.

___ Stan Coffey
___ Amarillo

Some corrections
______

Some corrections need to be made regarding the letter from Randy McDonald (Oct. 22): On Nov. 10, 1998, the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention held its constitutional convention. At that convention, Jim Richards was elected as our first [image: image1.png]


executive director, and Stan Coffey was elected president of the convention. Coffey served our convention for two terms, and Rudy Hernandez was elected his successor. Under the direction of these capable leaders. our practice has been to inform churches of the ministries of the SBTC.
___While I cannot speak for everyone who is a part of the SBTC, I know that our present leadership practice is to share our ministries and goals with Southern Baptist churches in Texas. In that effort, our convention has partnered in starting 91 missions and 40 churches. We saw 40 new starts in 2001, and our goal is to exceed that in 2002.
___I agree that there is no excuse for ungodliness by any Christian. I pray that all such attacks cease and the work of God go on.

___Rocky Weatherford
___Tool
